EXPANDED CORE CURRICULUM
The curriculum for students with vision impairment
consists of two parts. The first part (core) parallels
the key learning areas provided in schools to sighted
peers. The second part (expanded core) addresses
the unique specialised needs of learners who have
vision impairment.
The visiting teacher tailors a teaching and learning
program to develop and refine skills and concepts
of the Expanded Core Curriculum (Sapp & Hatlen,
2010). This includes, but is not limited to the
following areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Compensatory or Access, eg using braille,
accessing large print, low vision aids, tactile
symbols, recorded material;
Career Education;
Independent Living;
Orientation and Mobility;
Recreation and Leisure;
Social Interaction;
Self-determination;
Assistive Technology; and
Sensory Efficiency.

SSEN: S contracts VisAbility to provide formal
Orientation and Mobility (O & M) services for
school-based O & M assessment and instruction.
These skills are reinforced by visiting teachers.

For all enquiries or requests
regarding eligibility for this service,
please contact:
School of Special Educational Needs: Sensory
33 Giles Avenue
Padbury WA 6025
Phone: (08) 9402 6409
sensory@education.wa.edu.au
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Adapted from: Sapp, W. & Hatlen, P. (2010). The Expanded core
curriculum: Where we have been, Where we are going, and how we
can get there. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness.
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SCHOOL OVERVIEW
The School of Special Educational Needs: Sensory
(SSEN: S) provides educational support for children
with hearing loss and/or vision impairment from
birth to completion of school. SSEN: S is based at the
Statewide Services Centre in Padbury and supports
students in both public and non-government schools
throughout Western Australia.
All children with diagnosed hearing loss and/or vision
impairment may be eligible for service from SSEN: S.
Once eligibility is determined for specialist support;
service provision will be allocated according to
individual need.

A number of support services are available
including:

THE PROGRAM
The visiting teacher assists classroom teachers and
school communities with developing teaching
and learning adjustments for students with vision
impairment. In addition, the visiting teacher works
with the child on a tailored teaching and learning
program to support development of specific skills
related to the internationally recognised Expanded
Core Curriculum for students with vision impairment.
The visiting teacher supports the student, teacher
and parents in meeting the student’s educational
needs through:
•
•
•

direct teaching;
consultation (including modelling); and
professional learning provision.

The role of the visiting teacher is to:
•
•
•
•
•

•

make recommendations on teaching and
learning adjustments, including minor works;
implement the expanded core curriculum;
assist in the development of emergent literacy
and numeracy;
assess the needs of each student to ensure
provision of the most appropriate resources;
provide opportunities for teachers and parents
to recognise the effects of vision impairment on
development and learning to support enhanced
outcomes; and
collaborate with other agencies to strengthen
educational outcomes.

School Psychology Service
The school psychologist provides support for
students with a hearing loss and/or vision
impairment, their families and schools. This
includes identification of cognitive ability and
developmental levels; behavioral and social
emotional needs and family support needs.
Transcription and Resource Unit
The transcription and resource unit produces
curriculum materials and text books in the
following alternative formats for students with
vision impairment:
•
•
•

braille
large print
tactile books, tactile graphics.

Resource Library
Alternative formats are loaned through the
SSEN: S resource library which also has a range of
equipment and aids to assist students with vision
impairment. This range includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

braillers and braille computers;
classroom teaching aids;
low-tech magnification aids;
screen reading and screen magnification
software;
video magnifiers; and
toys, games and puzzles.

Equipment and materials are available to enrolled
students through consultation with their visiting
teacher. Assistive Technology and magnification
equipment will be trialled with students in nongovernment schools to support recommendations
for school purchase.

